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THE ARTS AND THINGS TO DO

By Victoria Donohoe

Ar'1st s work reﬂects R

are some of the landscape
themes in American painting.
n WaterShe But what about landscape paint-

OCUS O ings combined with silkscreen
that capture a longtime fascina-
tion with geology, topographical
maps, uplifted geologic plates,
and the changing natural
world?

Philadelphia artist Rebecca
Rutstein has pursued new re-
search on the history of a partic-
ular Delaware County water-
shed area. The Crum Woods
and watershed are the focus in
her current exhibit at Swarth-
more College.

The Crum Woods, a 200-acre
woodland preserve (the col-
lege’s location), is one of the
last remaining natural habitats
inSoutheastern Pennsylvania, ——
and has a dramatic past.

Today, it’s a tiny, intact oasis,
a survivor from the vast forest
that once covered this region.

During the 1980s, Rutstein’s
longing for a new unity with the
environment became so intense
that her work sped off in a new
direction. Her reshaped sensi-
bility is much in evidence here.

And it’s the combination of
art-historical references and au-
tobiography that gives' Rut-
stein’s artistry its uneasy mix of

SR, B gy VT ] | authority and idiosyncracy.
“Clash,” acrylic on panel, is among the pieces by Rebecca Rutstein Her works are full of the stuff
stemming from her fascination with the Crum Woods. of rural life, inconsequential

o ‘ items touched with mystery and
pathos. They also feature highly
refined craftsmanship, painter-
ly aplomb, and an unearthly
light reinforcing the mysterious
intensity of her images.

Providing the show’s dramatic
punch and an extension of ex-
pressive means is a canopy bed
— yes, a bed — complete with
recorded Crum Woods birdsong.
This “surprise” encourages view-
ers to pause, look, listen and rest.
here momentarily (after remov-
ing their shoes). It’s an imagina-
tive, fascinating landscape show.

Swarthmore College’s List Gal-
lery, Swarthmore. To Jan. 12."
Wednesdays noon-4, Fridays 1-5,
Saturdays-Sundays 1-4. Gallery
closed Dec. 24-Jan. 2. 610- 328-
8488.




