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STATE OF THE ARTS:
THE VISIONARIES LEADING THE
CULTURAL CONVERSATION
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Creative Force Lucy Liu
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Now more than ever, the dialogues of the day play out through the visual arts.
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Here, the artists who lead the cultural conversation and ask the important
questions that push us all forward.
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REBECCARUTSTEIN

or Philadelphia-based artist Rebecca

Rutstein (rebeccarutstein.com), the

natural world is both muse and

collaborator. A multidisciplinary
talent whose work spans painting, sculpture,
video and monumental public art, Rutstein
translates scientific data and elemental
phenomena into immersive visual poetry.
Through her collaborations with scientists
around the globe, she invites viewers to
sce—and feel—the invisible systems that
sustain life on Earth.

“It comes down to a genuine curiosity
about the world,” she says. “The more |
learn about the natural world, the more
I’'m struck by how interconnected it all
is.” Over the past decade, Rutstein has
joined oceanographers, microbiologists
and geochemists on expeditions at sea—
descending more than a mile below the
surface in the submersible Alvin. Her 64-
foot installation “Shimmer,” permanentdly
housed at the Georgia Museum of Art, was
inspired by the bioluminescent dance she
witnessed in the deep. “Most people will
never see the deep ocean with their own
eyes,” she explains. “I wanted to share that
moment of awe—the dancing lights in
complete darkness, like stars underwater.”

Rutstein’s works reside in more than
50 public and corporate collections,
including the Philadelphia Museum of Arr,
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts,
Yale University and the National Academy
of Sciences. Her solo exhibitions—such
as All the Stars in the Sea at Philadelphia’s

From left: A portrait of Rutstein while working on her
Nexus (2022) exhibition; an installation view from
Rutstein's Deep Rift (2013) solo exhibition at Bridgette
Mayer Gallery, Philadelphia.

Bridgette Mayer Gallery and Blue Dreams
at the National Academy of Sciences in
Washington, D.C.—underscore her standing
as an artist whose practice bridges disciplines
and continents. Up next: a large-scale mural
commissioned for Harvard University, set to
begin in March, and a major solo exhibition
at the Berman Museum of Art, opening in
2026. Both projects continue Rutstein’s
mission to connect viewers to the natural
world through the lens of wonder and
responsibility.
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